In the past few years, phthalocyanines have been extensively studied for their high thermal stability as well as their wide application fields (Hanack & Lang, 1994). As part of our ongoing studies of phthalocyanines (Li et al., 2006), we report herein the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound.
The title compound, C 22 H 16 N 2 O 4 , was obtained unintentionally as the product of an attempted synthesis of a new phthalocyanine. The dihedral angles formed by the central benzene ring with the aromatic rings of the methoxyphenoxy groups are 85.39 (5) and 64.19 (5) .
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4,5-bis(4-methoxyphenoxy)benzene-1,2-dicarbonitrile
